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The Excavation of a Bronze Foundry of the Late Shang Dynasty at
Xindian in Anyang, Henan, in 2016

Anyang Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology

From May to July 2016, in order to cope with capital construction, an excavation was carried out
by the Anyang Municipal Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology on a large scale bronze foundry,
dating from the late Shang Dynasty. It was located southwest of Xindian village at Anyang City in
Henan Province. Parts of the construction foundation, the roads, trash pits, cellars, baking kilns, bronze
casting remains, and tombs of the late Shang Dynasty were found. A large quantity of moulds and
pottery tools used for bronze casting in the Shang Dynasty were also found. Other objects discovered
include bronze ritual vessels, bronze weapons, bronze tools, lacquer wares, jade, and pottery. The site
was approximately 10 kilometres from the site of a palace and temple area of the Yin Dynasty. It is one
of the important archaeological finds from the late Shang Dynasty in Anyang in recent years and
provided the most important information for the study of the complete layout of the Yin Dynasty Ruins
and the history of smelting and casting technologies in ancient China.
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